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Why are we starting the process early?

● Listen to Student voice  -  Ensuring that applications do not clash 
with mocks/ year 13 assessments 

● All applications are becoming more competitive. We want to get our 
students applications into Universities and Employers earlier to give 
them the best advantage

● We want to guide students and parents through the possess, with 
expertise from staff, careers advisor and our links with universities 
and employers. 
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Overview of Post 18 Pathways 
● University Degree
● Degree Apprenticeship
● Higher Education Study eg Conservatoire
● Apprenticeship
● Employment (not linked to apprenticeship)
● Gap year travel / volunteering
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University Route

● Typically 3 - 4 year programs
● Vet/Med/Dentistry are longer
● Sandwich
● Placement
● Foundation (4 year program)
● Usually September start

Signpost: UCAS Hub

Look out for graduate employment figures for 
progression 

https://accounts.ucas.com/account/login?returnUrl=https%3A//www.ucas.com/dashboard%23/
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Apprenticeship

● 80% on the job
● 20% Training

Can appear anytime of the year.

Signpost: UCAS Apprenticeship

https://www.ucas.com/apprenticeships
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The A – Z of apprenticeships
There are over 600 possible apprenticeship 'standards' (training programmes) which exist. It’s probably 
easier to name an industry that doesn’t have an apprenticeship then to list all that do. Here are just a few…

• Accounting and Taxation
• Architect
• Boat Builder
• Building Surveyors 
• Civil Engineer 
• Cyber Security Technician
• Data Analyst 
• Doctor (from 2023)
• Early Years
• Ecologist 
• Farrier
• Food Technologist 
• Game Programmer
• Geospatial mapping 
• Harbour Master 

• Historic Environment Adviser 
• Internal audit professional 
• Intelligence analyst 
• Journalist
• Junior 2D artist (visual effects)
• Knitted product manufacturing
• Laboratory scientist 
• Licensed conveyor 
• Midwife 
• Marketing Manager 
• Nuclear Scientist and Engineer
• Nursing 
• Operational firefighter 
• Orthodontic therapist 
• Paralegal 

• Physiotherapist 
• Quality practitioner 
• Rail engineer 
• Research scientist 
• Social worker 
• Software Developer
• Teacher 
• Town planning assistant 
• Utilities engineering 
• Veterinary nurse 
• Vehicle damage assessor 
• Water process technician
• Workplace pensions consultant  
• Youth worker  

www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/#

Public 
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Degree Apprenticeship

● Mix between apprenticeship and 
degree

● Very competitive 
● Usually technical, however new 

sectors such as healthcare.

Signpost: Degree Apprenticeships 

https://www.ucas.com/apprenticeships/degree-apprenticeships
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Conservatoire
Conservatoires provide performance-based 
higher education, including music, drama, 
screen and production courses

Can apply for university and conservatoire 

Signpost: UCAS Conservatoire

https://www.ucas.com/conservatoires/applying-through-ucas-conservatoires
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Employment
Students can go straight into employment.

Hays - WEX placements

Reed - Online Courses

Y12 Enterprise Event - March

Signpost:Hays Birmingham 

https://www.hays.co.uk/job-search/in-birmingham-uk?q=&location=Birmingham,%20UK&specialismId=&subSpecialismId=&locationf=&industryf=&sortType=0&jobType=-1&flexiWorkType=-1&payTypefacet=-1&minPay=-1&maxPay=-1&jobSource=HaysGCJ&searchPageTitle=Jobs%20in%20Birmingham,%20UK%20%7C%20Hays%20Recruitment%20UK&searchPageDesc=Browse%20all%20our%20jobs%20in%20Birmingham,%20UK%20across%20a%20range%20of%20professions.%20Let%20the%20team%20at%20Hays%20Recruitment%20UK%20help%20you%20to%20find%20your%20next%20role
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Gap Year

Volunteering

Travel

Designated Programme:

Gap year programme 

Signpost: Gap Year

https://www.planmygapyear.com/gap-year-programs?gad_source=1&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI5JmYzK2HjAMVlJFQBh08AS1bEAAYASAAEgImOfD_BwE
https://www.ucas.com/discover/gap-years


Public 

ucas - your 
journey 
Last updated March 2025
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Your email 

Public 

It’s important your contact details are 
kept up to date throughout your 
application.
 
We recommend using a personal 
email address as your primary email, 
rather than a school/college one, so 
that you have access to it throughout 
your application journey. 

To update your email address, go to 
‘Edit your account’ from drop-down, 
where you can change your email. 
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Discover options

Public

12 March 2025Security marking: PUBLIC |   14

HIGHER 
EDUCATION

APPRENTICESHIPS STUDYING 
ABROAD

GAP YEAR GETTING A JOB

Head to UCAS to understand all your options and make the right choices for you. 
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• Explore the Careers Quiz, What to 
Study Next, Subject Spotlights and 
Virtual Work Experiences for career 
and course inspiration.

• Use the Tariff Calculator, Personal 
Statement Builder, and CV Builder to 
stay on track and plan your path.

 
• Search for events, open days, videos 

to get expert help and questions 
answered.

Tools for 
success

Public
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Compare all your options 
side-by-side. Take a closer look at 
apprenticeships, courses, and job 
opportunities - all in one place. 

Build your personalised UCAS Hub 
profile and find your best fit!

options Side by 
side

Public
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Completing your UCAS 
University Application

Public 

Student registers 
for a UCAS Hub 
account to carry 
out research and 

start an 
application.

Applications are 
sent to UCAS by 

the school of 
college on behalf 

of the student.

Teacher or 
Adviser 

reviews the 
application and 
adds reference 
and predicted 

grades.

Student 
completes all 

sections of the 
application and 
sends it to their 
school/college.

Universities and 
colleges make 

their decisions on 
the application. 

You are not alone !
 We will help you through the process at every stage.
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Public

Invisibility - Universities and colleges can’t see your other choices

Apply by the relevant equal consideration date.

Five choices, with some restrictions (medicine, veterinary, dentistry, Oxford and 
Cambridge). 

Research is key to a successful application.

Applying costs £28.95 Or Free if students are  FSM 
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the course 
Entry 
Requirements 

Public

✔ Check A level & GCSE
✔ Predicted grades will be taken from 

end of year 12 assessment which is 
under full exam conditions 

✔ Predicted grades will be signed off by 
subject teachers & Sixth form staff

✔ Speak to your staff now to 
understand where you are currently 
working & what you can do before 
your year 12 assessments



21

Your chance to show your passion, curiosity, interest.

 Three separate sections with question prompts.

A maximum of 4,000 characters, minimum of 350 characters per 
section.

The same for all your choices.

There isn’t a spelling or grammar check.

No formatting allowed.

Every personal statement is run through similarity detection software.

The PERSONAL STATEMENT

Public

.



What are the questions? 
Why do you want to study this course or subject?

How have your qualifications and studies helped you to prepare for 
this course or subject?

What else have you done to prepare outside of education, and why 
are these experiences useful?

Public
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Ultimately, think of it like a jigsaw.
Each piece is reflective evidence.

Build a PERSONAL STATEMENT 

Public 
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Personal statement support  

Public 



UCAS search 
displays courses

29 April 2025

Application opens 
2026 entry

13 May 2025 

First day we can receive 
a completed application

2 September 2025

Deadline for courses in 
medicine, veterinary, 
dentistry, and courses at 
Oxford or Cambridge

15 October 2025*

UCAS equal 
consideration date

14 January 2026*

UCAS Extra opens

26 February 2026

Last date to send an 
application

30 June 2026*

Clearing opens

5 July 2026

key dates for 2026 

* 18.00 UK time 
Public 



threespiressixth.org @3spiressixth

Internal Deadlines
Early Entry applications including medicine, veterinary, dentistry, Oxford and 
Cambridge:

6 PM 22nd September 2025

All other applications:

6 PM 22nd October 2025

*Compton Campus - All applications will need to be processed and send before the 
christmas holiday, this is earlier than the UCAS external deadline due to transitioning into 
the new build*
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Public

When can 
I apply?

• Advertised throughout the year; with no 
single application deadline.

• Larger organisations with multiple 
application processes may recruit earlier 
than smaller local organisations.

• Higher apprenticeships with a Sep/Oct 
start tend to recruit in the previous 
academic year.

www.ucas.com/apprenticeships
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How can I 
apply?

Public

• Applications are made directly through 
the company or training provider.

• There is no limit on the number of 
applications you can make.

• The application process might vary 
across vacancies, you could be asked 
for:

• CV and Covering Letter
• Application Form
• In App/Site application

• You can apply for universities and 
apprenticeships at the same time!
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Apprenticeship Application Guides
Get to grips with what to expect when applying 
for specific industries.

Live studio apprenticeship podcast
Radio 1's Katie Thistleton chats to apprentices 
and experts about what you need to know.

UCAS CV builder 
Create a professional CV in minutes. 

Find it all and more ucas.com/apprenticeships

How can ucas 
help?

Public 
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Smart alerts 
There are a few questions to answer to 
make sure the information you’re sent 
is useful. 

You can update this at any time in your 
‘Preferences’.

These are the same as the government 
Apprenticeship database

Public 
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Aspire Fortnight: 7th-18th July  

One Week WEX 1:2:1 Time with Form 
Tutor

Dedicated Application 
support

Apprenticeship & 
Pathways workshops

University Guest 
speakers Careers Meetings

Personal Statement & CV 
Support

Incentives to Complete 
Applications Application Checklist
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WEX Experience Week:  7th -11th July 
● Students are responsible to organise work experience in an area of their 

choice. 
● This can be in person or virtual depending on their career pathway
● We do have a list of businesses that worked with us last year.
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VIRTUAL work experiences

Public
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Unifrog Placement tool

● Student check with 
employer and enter 
information 

● Parents Approval
● School Approval
● Safeguarding 

checks
● Employer Approval 
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Aspire Week: 14th-18th July
● How to Choose a HE course
● Finance & Budgeting
● Accommodation & Student Life 
● Personal Statement Talk
● CV Sessions 
● Oxbridge Session 
● Medicine Workshop
● Interview Preparation
● Time to reflected on WEX
● Work with Form tutor around personal 

statement & reference
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How can you support as a Parents?

● Sign up for UCAS parent Newsletter & Podcasts

https://www.ucas.com/discover/advice-parents-guardians-and-carers 

● Log on to Unifrog & Explore Pathways with your Child

https://www.unifrog.org/ 

● Support with organising & Approving Work Experience 
● Encourage your child to Research https://www.ucas.com/ 
● Plan to go to open days & Events together
● Encourage your child to work on their CV/ Personal Statement.  

https://www.ucas.com/discover/advice-parents-guardians-and-carers
https://www.unifrog.org/
https://www.ucas.com/
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Support Available 
● Sixth Form Campus teams
● School Careers Leads
● Form Tutor 1:2:1 Mentoring support 
● 1:2:1 Independent careers Advisor Meetings
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