	
	
	



	Y13 Directed Study Tasks (Tettenhall Campus) Autumn Term 1 2025

	
	W/B 15th Sep
	22nd Sep
	29th Sep
	6th Oct
	13th Oct
	20th Oct

	A Level Maths
	Complete the AS Mechanics paper from 2023
Spend 1 hour using Integral to support your learning.


	Complete the AS Pure 1 paper from 2023
Spend 1 hour using Integral to support your learning.

	Complete the AS Pure 2 paper from 2023
Spend 1 hour using Integral to support your learning.

	Complete the AS Statistics paper from 2023
Spend 1 hour using Integral to support your learning.

	Identify the questions that you can already access from the A level Pure 1 paper.
Spend 1 hour using Integral to support your learning.
	Identify the questions that you can already access from the A level Pure 2 paper.
Spend 1 hour using Integral to support your learning.

	 A Level Chemistry




	https://myheplus.com/subject/chemistry/chirality-and-why-its-important

	https://myheplus.com/subject/chemistry/bonding-and-how-it-happens
	https://myheplus.com/subject/chemistry/chromatography
	https://www.ted.com/talks/garik_israelian_what_s_inside_a_star

	chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/587418-support-highlights.pdf
	Review your work this term and make a list of topics that you still need assistance with, in readiness for your Paper 1 Assessment

	A Level Biology



		Chapter 2 Practice Qu

Watch the following video about the stem dissection PAG and make notes on the procedure: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p8STbZ5Y-xg 


Listen to the cell structure podcast at the following link:  https://open.spotify.com/show/554wrBXjrODctW4jfdRcvZ?si=ezNhiGdxR5SG406lqAz1jQ
		Chapter 3 Practice Qu

Watch the following video about biochemical tests and make notes on the procedure: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5BkPVT1-nwc 



Listen to the biological molecules podcast at the following link:  https://open.spotify.com/show/554wrBXjrODctW4jfdRcvZ?si=ezNhiGdxR5SG406lqAz1jQ
		Chapter 4 Practice Qu

Watch the following video about the rate of enzyme reactions PAG and make notes on the procedure: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vTQH25c_mmE&list=PLkocNW0BSuEFODXXxNPSjKGNGN-Ku_RDS&index=5 



Listen to the enzymes podcast at the following link:  https://open.spotify.com/show/554wrBXjrODctW4jfdRcvZ?si=ezNhiGdxR5SG406lqAz1jQ
		Chapter 5 Practice Qu

Watch the following video about the membrane permeability PAG and make notes on the procedure:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hc3Mg0Yc7kI&list=PLPzwPyIK2THv4NOrynchNCpj2w0Uj2CJm&index=10 


Listen to the cell membranes and transport across cell membranes podcast at the following link:  https://open.spotify.com/show/554wrBXjrODctW4jfdRcvZ?si=ezNhiGdxR5SG406lqAz1jQ
		Chapter 6 Practice Qu

Watch the following video about the water potential in potatoes and make notes on the procedure:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KB8yzoxj42Q 



Listen to the mitotic cell cycle podcast at the following link:  https://open.spotify.com/show/554wrBXjrODctW4jfdRcvZ?si=ezNhiGdxR5SG406lqAz1jQ
		Chapter 7 Practice Qu

Watch the following video about gas exchange in bony fish and make notes about the content:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JPAnAleN2DU 



Listen to the Gas exchange and smoking podcast at the following link:  https://open.spotify.com/show/554wrBXjrODctW4jfdRcvZ?si=ezNhiGdxR5SG406lqAz1jQ

	A Level Art




	Artist Research & Contextualisation
Choose one artist relevant to your project theme.
Write a 500–700 word analysis covering:
-Biographical background (time period, influences, training).
-Cultural, political, or social context.
-Key movements or styles they are associated with.
-Reflect: How does the artist’s context shape the meaning of their work?
	Visual Analysis Deep Dive
Select two contrasting artworks by the same artist.
-Create a formal analysis using the visual elements (line, shape, colour, texture, tone, composition, scale).
-Compare and contrast: what has changed over time in their practice, and why might this be?

	Critical Perspectives
Find two critical reviews or essays on your chosen artist.
Summarise the key points made in each review.
Write a response: do you agree/disagree? What evidence from the artist’s work supports your viewpoint?

	Influences and Lineage
Identify one earlier artist or movement that influenced your chosen artist.
Present this visually (mind map, annotated collage, or digital slide).
Explain how specific aspects of style, technique, or concept were adapted and developed.

	Produce a sketchbook page responding to one artwork by your chosen artist.
Use a written reflection (200–300 words) to explain:
Why you chose this piece.
What aspects inspire your own work.
How you might incorporate similar ideas/techniques.

	Comparative Artist Study
Select two artists (one historical, one contemporary) who address similar themes.
Create a written or visual comparison that explores:
Differences in technique and materials.
Shifts in meaning due to time period and context.
Relevance to your own project.


	A Level English Literature


	Complete NEA 1 detailed plan for submission on 22nd September.
	Write a 500-word reflection: How does Greene’s treatment of crime in these early chapters confirm or challenge what you know about crime fiction as a genre?
	‘Othello Revision’: Watch the video on how to effectively respond to the Othello extract question. Make detailed revision notes:
AQA A Level Lit B - Question 1 (Othello extract)
	Read the blog you will find here https://returnofanative.com/stories/brighton-rock-graham-greene/

Make notes under the following headings: Religion, social awareness and setting
	Watch the following guide on Harvard referencing
Complete NEA 1 first draft and include a bibliography using the Harvard referencing format correctly.
Harvard Referencing Style Made Easy!
	Read The Rime of an Ancient Mariner.  What is the ‘crime’ in this poem?  Make notes on: The role of religion and the supernatural (sin vs. crime), The role of community vs. individual (the crew’s judgement vs. legal courts) and Punishment (psychological guilt, suffering, storytelling as penance vs. imprisonment/execution).

	
A level sociology

	
Complete the Beleifs in Society mooc
https://www.studydog.co.uk/a-level-sociology/beliefs-in-society/ 

	
Complete the Beleifs in Society mooc
https://www.studydog.co.uk/a-level-sociology/beliefs-in-society/

	
Complete the Beleifs in Society mooc
https://www.studydog.co.uk/a-level-sociology/beliefs-in-society/

	
Complete the Beleifs in Society mooc
https://www.studydog.co.uk/a-level-sociology/beliefs-in-society/

	
Complete the Beleifs in Society mooc
https://www.studydog.co.uk/a-level-sociology/beliefs-in-society/

	
Complete the Beleifs in Society mooc
https://www.studydog.co.uk/a-level-sociology/beliefs-in-society/


	
A Level Psychology




	
Critically evaluate how dating apps can be used to both support and criticise the evolutionary explanation for relationships

	Watch the video on synaptic transmission and create a presentation to teach peers:

Synaptic transmission I The Synapse I How Neurons Communicate
	
Compare and contrast the social exchange and physical disclosure explanations for relationships

	Draw an image of the brain – Highlight Broca’s and Wernicke’s areas.
Research about localisation of brain function and hemispheric lateralisation.
Create flashcards for revision.
	
Create a concept map linking the relationships topic to the attachment topic.
	
Add to your notes for the relationship topic using information from https://psychologyalevel.com/aqa-psychology-revision-notes/relationships/ 

	BTEC Applied Law




	1. Independent Case Law Research
Task:
Choose one of the following homicide-related cases and write a 500-word analysis:
· R v Woollin (1998)
· R v Cunningham (1957)
· R v Gibbins and Proctor (1918)
· R v Martin (2001)
Focus Points:
· Key facts of the case
· Legal issues (e.g. mens rea, causation, intent)
· Outcome and reasoning
· Personal reflection on the verdict
	2. Legal Article Review
Task:
Find and read a legal article or blog post discussing murder vs manslaughter in UK law. Write a summary and personal response (300–500 words).
Suggested Sources:
· LawTeacher.net
· The Justice Gap
· UK Supreme Court Blog
Focus Points:
· Definitions and differences
· Sentencing implications
· Your opinion on whether the law is fair and effective
	3. Sentencing Comparison Task
Task:
Research two real UK homicide cases: one resulting in a murder conviction, and one in manslaughter. Create a comparison table showing:
· Case name and year
· Key facts
· Charges and verdicts
· Sentences given
· Aggravating/mitigating factors
Extension:
Write a short reflection on whether you agree with the sentencing outcomes.

	4. Podcast Reflection
Task:
Listen to a podcast episode related to homicide or criminal justice (e.g. Law in Action, Criminal,  Justice). Write a 300-word reflection covering:
· What you learned
· How it connects to your BTEC Law studies
· Any questions or thoughts it raised

	5. Legal Terminology Glossary
Task:
Create a glossary of 15 key terms related to homicide offences (e.g. mens rea, actus reus, diminished responsibility, unlawful killing).
For each term:
· Provide a definition
· Give an example from a real case
· Explain why it’s important in homicide law

	6. University-Level Reading Task
Task:
Find and read a university-level resource (e.g. Open University, FutureLearn, or a law school blog) on criminal liability in homicide.
Write a 400-word summary explaining:
· What new insights you gained
· How it differs from BTEC-level content
· How it could help you prepare for further study or a legal career


	BTEC AAQ Health and Social Care



	
Does Inequality make us ill? 

Task: Research what health inequalities are and how they affect different groups in the UK.

Activity: Watch a documentary (e.g. BBC Panorama: The NHS Crisis or Dispatches).

Extension: Write a short reflection on how social class, ethnicity, or location can impact health outcomes

	Careers in Health and Social Care
 Task: Explore 3 different careers (e.g. social worker, occupational therapist, public health officer).

Activity: Use NHS Careers or Prospects.ac.uk to research entry routes and responsibilities.

Extension: Create a comparison table or infographic showing qualifications, skills, and progression routes.

	
Ethical issues 

Task: Research one ethical issue (e.g. confidentiality, consent, safeguarding).

Activity: Read a real-life case study or article and summarise the ethical dilemma.

Extension: Write a short opinion piece: “Should care workers ever break confidentiality?”

	Academic Reading & Reflection
Task: Read an academic article or journal entry (e.g. from The Lancet or Community Care).

Activity: Summarise the key points in your own words.

Extension: Reflect on how this reading has changed or deepened your understanding of the topic.

	Policy and Practice

Task: Choose one UK health or social care policy (e.g. Care Act 2014, NHS Long Term Plan).

Activity: Create a fact sheet explaining what the policy is and who it affects.

Extension: Write a short paragraph on how this policy links to your future career goals.

	Personal Statement Booster
Task: Reflect on what you’ve learned over the past 5 weeks.

Activity: Write a paragraph for your personal statement using this structure:

What you did.
What you learned
How it links to your future goals


	BTEC Business




	Financial News Tracker
Task:
Track a current financial news story (e.g. interest rate changes, inflation, cost of living, business closures) over one week.
 Write a 300–500 word summary explaining:
· What happened
· How it affects individuals and businesses
· Links to Unit 3 topics (e.g. budgeting, financial planning, external influences)
Suggested Sources: BBC Business, The Guardian Money, Financial Times (student access available)
	Budgeting Challenge
Task:
 Create a personal monthly budget for a fictional student living away from home.
 Include:
· Income (e.g. part-time job, student loan)
· Fixed and variable expenses
· Savings goals
Extension:
 Reflect on how budgeting helps with financial planning and avoiding debt.
	Credit vs Debit Investigation
Task:
 Research the differences between credit cards and debit cards, including:
· How they work
· Pros and cons
· Risks and protections
Output:
 Create a comparison table and write a short recommendation for a young adult choosing between the two.
	Financial Product Review
Task:
 Choose one financial product (e.g. ISA, mortgage, student loan, pension) and write a 400-word review covering:
· What it is and how it works
· Who it’s suitable for
· Benefits and drawbacks
· Links to Unit 3 content

	Business Finance Case Study
Task:
 Research a real UK business that has faced financial challenges (e.g. Wilko, Debenhams, Thomas Cook).
 Write a case study explaining:
· What went wrong financially
· How it impacted stakeholders
· Lessons for future financial planning
Extension:
Suggest strategies that could have helped the business avoid collapse.
	University Level Finance Resource
Task:
 Access a university-level finance resource (e.g. Open University, FutureLearn, or a business school blog).
 Write a 300–500 word reflection on:
· What you learned
· How it connects to Unit 3
· How it could support future study or career plans

	BTEC Applied Criminology



	Begin formalising notes on roles of personnel and the importance of securing the scene. 

Use headings: Personnel Roles, Preservation Techniques, Case Example: Stephen Lawrence.
	Compare and contrast different types of evidence (e.g., physical, biological, testimonial, digital). 
Watch a documentary (e.g., Forensics: The Real CSI) and take notes on evidence collection methods.
	Research and produce a fact sheet on specialist techniques used in criminal investigations: Surveillance Interrogation DNA profiling CCTV analysis Profiling 


Controlled Assessment Focus: 

Formalise notes under the following: Investigative Techniques, Advantages/Limitations, Case Studies: Colin Pitchfork, BTK Killer.
	Research how the CPS decides whether to proceed with a case (e.g., evidential and public interest tests). Find two examples where the CPS dropped a case and explain why.
	Formalise notes on Court Structure, Roles in Court, and Trial Process. Add real-life case references, 
e.g., R v. Jogee for joint enterprise.
	Summarise the rules around admissibility of evidence and how reliability is assessed. Research how witnesses (e.g. expert, eyewitness) are used and their impact on trials.

	BTEC Engineering




	Task 1: Research CAD Software in Industry
Objective: Identify and compare at least two industry-standard CAD software packages (e.g. SolidWorks, AutoCAD, Fusion 360).
Prompt: What are their key features, typical applications, and which industries use them most? Present your findings in a short comparison table.

	Research Task: BS 8888 Standards
Explore the British Standard BS 8888 for technical drawings.
Summarise key elements such as dimensioning, line types, and projection methods.
Include examples of how these standards ensure clarity and consistency in engineering drawings.

	Research Task: Materials in CAD Modelling
Investigate how material properties (e.g. density, surface area, volume) are used in CAD models.
Explain how CAD software can simulate mass and stress analysis.
Provide examples of materials commonly used in engineering components.

	Research Task: Parametric vs Direct Modelling
Define and compare parametric modelling and direct modelling approaches in CAD.
Discuss their advantages and limitations in engineering design workflows.
Include a case study or example application.

	Research Task: CAD in Industry
Research how CAD is used in a specific industry (e.g. automotive, aerospace, or manufacturing).
Identify real-world applications such as product design, prototyping, or simulation.
Present findings in a short presentation or poster.

	Research Task: Fabricated vs Thin-Walled Products
Explore the differences between fabricated products and thin-walled products in CAD modelling.
Investigate how CAD tools handle sheet metal design, including bending rules and flat patterns.
Include annotated diagrams or screenshots to illustrate key concepts.


	A Level Product Design 




	Complete Sections A01 - A & B on teams, review Exam Guidance Specification for further support
	Work on Section A02 - C  on teams, review Exam Guidance Specification for further support

	Complete Section A02 - C on teams, review Exam Guidance Specification for further support

	Work on section A02 - D on teams, review Exam Guidance Specification for further support, access to Technology must be arranged for modelling or use of equipment

	Work on section A02 - D on teams, review Exam Guidance Specification for further support
access to Technology must be arranged for modelling or use of equipment
	Work on section A02 - D on teams, review Exam Guidance Specification for further support
access to Technology must be arranged for modelling or use of equipment

	A Level Politics




	Write a 30-mark essay on whether conservatives agree on the role of the state. Refer to traditional, one-nation, and New Right strands, using thinkers like Burke, Disraeli, and Nozick.

	Read a short extract from Mill’s On Liberty and write down details about his view of freedom, its type of liberalism, and how modern liberals might respond.

	Compare two nationalist movements (e.g., Scottish and Indian) by researching their goals, ideology, and methods. Present findings in a table and write a 300-word reflection.

	Create a mind map showing conservatism, liberalism, and socialism. Include key ideas, divisions, and at least three thinkers per ideology. Highlight overlaps and tensions.

	Write a 30-mark essay on whether nationalism is a progressive ideology. Discuss liberal, conservative, expansionist, and anti-colonial forms using thinkers like Rousseau and Fanon.

	Write a 500-word speech for or against the motion: “Socialism is the most coherent ideology.” Use thinkers like Marx, Crosland, and Giddens.


	A Level Geography




	Set yourself a 6 week plan to complete certain sections of the NEA.
Week1 – Finalise your introduction with the maps, hypothesis explained and your justification of aims.
	Week 2 – complete your methodology which includes both justifications and explanations for primary and secondary data. Include a risk assessment and a methodology map.
	Week 3 – Data interpretation and analysis – this will take three weeks an has been discussed at length in class. Your deadline for these three sections will be Monday 3rd November – after half term.
	Week 4 – Data interpretation and analysis – this will take three weeks an has been discussed at length in class. Your deadline for these three sections will be Monday 3rd November – after half term.

	Week 5 – Data interpretation and analysis – this will take three weeks an has been discussed at length in class. Your deadline for these three sections will be Monday 3rd November – after half term.

	Week 6 – Data interpretation and analysis – this will take three weeks an has been discussed at length in class. Your deadline for these three sections will be Monday 3rd November – after half term.


	A Level RE




	Christianity: Watch these two videos and make notes on the structure, authority and importance of the Old and New Testaments.
https://bibleproject.com/videos/old-testament-tanak/ 
https://bibleproject.com/videos/new-testament-overview/ 
	Ethics: Research how Christian ethics compare with NML, Situation Ethics and Virtue Ethics.  Create a comparison table showing:
Key principles
Strengths and weaknesses
Compatibility/conflict with Christian teachings

	Christianity: Watch the first 4 videos about Reading the Bible. Make detailed notes on the literary styles within the Bible; the wider Biblical narrative and the credibility of scripture. https://bibleproject.com/videos/collections/how-to-read-the-bible/ 
	Ethics: Choose an ethical issue you have studied so far (e.g. abortion, euthanasia, capital punishment). Find biblical passages that relate to it. Explain how different Christian denominations might interpret these passages ethically.
	Christianity: Select 4 videos on the Sermon on the Mount. Make notes and summarise Jesus’ key teachings and their importance for Christians. Critically analyse their relevance for Christians today. https://bibleproject.com/videos/collections/sermon-on-the-mount/

	Ethics: Research a Christian charity (e.g. CAFOD, Christian Aid).
What ethical principles guide their work?
How do they reflect Christian teachings in practice?


	A Level History





	Complete the Tudors extract question based on the Mid-Tudor Crisis. The question will contain 3 extracts and is worth 30 marks in total.
	Answer the following essay based question from the Cold War unit: To what extent was economic aid a tool of political influence during the Cold War? [25 marks]
	Finalise first draft of the NEA coursework for submission which should be between 3,500 and 4,500 words in terms of length.
	Create a report based on the Mid-Tudor Crisis that considers both the reigns of Mary I and Edward VI. The report should place a key focus on the following question: To what extent did a Mid-Tudor Crisis occur?
	Create a PowerPoint to present based on the Korean War and addressing the following question: ‘US policies towards Asia in the early stages of the Cold War were misguided and ineffective.’ Assess the validity of this view.
	Review NEA coursework progress and make suitable adjustments to ensure that the overall standard is to the required quality and prepare a second draft for submission.

	BTEC PE




	Unit 1 – Anatomy and physiology revision – know all bones needed on the skeleton and process of bone growth.
	Unit 1 – Anatomy and physiology revision – know the different types of bones and their functions
	Unit 1 – Anatomy and physiology revision – know the different types of joints
	Unit 1 – Anatomy and physiology revision – Long and short term effects of exercise on the skeletal system
	Unit 1 – Anatomy and physiology revision- Muscular system – effects of exercise and knowing muscle names/locations
	Unit 1 – Anatomy and physiology revision- Muscular system – effects of exercise and knowing muscle names/locations


	EPQ




	*Students to finalise project content and prepare for formative autumn submission
*Utilising EPQ project exemplar booklet- pupils to ensure that project content is meeting the brief. 
*Prepare for final presentations in January 2026



	
	
	



